Dear Parents
As you will have heard, our youth camp for 2010 is almost here!  This letter will give you all the details that you need to know about the camp and what we have planned for your youngsters.  It’s going to be an awesome weekend that they don’t want to miss!

The inserts included in this letter contain the indemnity and attendance forms which need to be completed and returned before your child/ren can attend the camp.  Please fill them in and return them with payment as soon as possible.

Please note:  There will be no Life Teen on Sunday, 26 September but all youth are asked to attend Mass on return from the camp.

PLACE:
Well, the cold, brrrr and Berg rivers are calling us – this year’s camp will be held at Glenhaven Camp, Underberg in the midlands.  It is approximately 2 hours from Hillcrest off the N3 past Bulwer.  See map provided for directions.
Together with our “Objectives” below, we will be enjoying   a number of other exciting activities such as tube rides, raft racing, night games and a foefie slide.
Please visit Glenhaven Camp’s website if you wish:  www.glenhaven.org.za.  You as parents are also invited to take the opportunity for a weekend break in the area and therefore assisting with transport as well.

OBJECTIVE:
The objective of our youth camp is to create lasting, healthy relationships amongst our youth.  These bonds we hope to initiate will be formed and strengthened in a healthy, Christian environment, void of media and tainted opinions in a placed that has remained more or less as God created it.  The activities that they will be presented with serve a few purposes. The first is to get each child dirty and tired so that that which is seen is the person, not the pretence.  In such an instance, we connect on a deeper, non-fickle level and a lasting relationship is formed.  In doing this we ultimately strive to create a strong unit of young Christian people who are not ashamed to stand up for what is good because they know that they will always have each other’s support and the support of God behind them.  In short, our objective is to have as much fun as possible!  Elements from our Life Teen programme will also be incorporated into the weekend.
FIRST  AID:
A first aid kit and people qualified in first aid will be available during the camp. A doctor in Underberg is available at any time that may be required/necessary.
SPECIAL NEEDS:
If your child has any special medication or dietary needs, please indicate this on the attendance form.

COST:
R480 per person for the weekend (Thursday to Sunday). This price includes all activities and accommodation at Glenhaven Camp as well as food from Thursday dinner to Sunday lunch.

As with our previous camps, families with two or more children may be eligible for a discount.  If you sincerely cannot pay the full amount, please don’t use this as a reason not to send your child along.  Special arrangements  can be made through Sean Lategan, Robynne or Linda at the parish office.  Sponsorships for other children would also be greatly appreciated.
PAYMENT:
Please pay to Linda at the parish office by Thursday, 17 September.  Cheques to be made out to Hillcrest Catholic Church. Banking details are:

First National Bank

Branch No. 221426

Durban Branch

Acc. No. 50844521861

For direct transfers – please write CAMP and YOUR CHILD’S NAME as the reference.
TRANSPORT:
If you are able to assist with lifts to and/or from the camp or can provide a large vehicle (with the correct licence) please let us know.

We will meet after lunch at St Dominic’s on Thursday, 13h00 to leave by 13h30 and to return by 15h00 on Sunday.  
CONTACT  PERSONS:
Following are contact persons who will be the on camp:

Father Brian

082 210 9742

Sean Lategan

084 707 7798

Samantha Anderson
071 682 1931

Diana Pinto

076 080 4022

If, in case of an emergency, you cannot get hold of any of the above people, please contact Alan Champkins at the camp on 033-7011531.

Thank you and God Bless

WHAT TO BRING:
· Bible
· Hat and sun-block – very NB

· Sleeping bag, extra blanket or two, pillow
· 2 towels

· 1 to 2 sets of OLD/comfortable clothing per

            day as well as sufficient warm clothing

· 1 to 2 pairs of socks per day

· Sufficient underwear (with spares)

· Swimming costume

· FULLY WATERPROOF raincoat with hood

· TWO pairs of comfortable shoes, one pair for

“wet” walks, e.g. strops. (Slops for free time)
· Water bottle for walks
· Toiletries (soap, shampoo, etc.)

· Lip-ice and mosquito repellent
· Torch for night activities plus SPARE BATTERIES

· PEN, PENCIL AND NOTEBOOK
· Shower cap for girls
· Large plastic bag for wet/dirty clothing
· Back pack or satchel for walks
· Tuck shop available – money in CLEARLY MARKED wallet or purse
· Cameras, binoculars, etc., are optional but no responsibility will be taken for lost/stolen items
· NO RADIOS/WALKMAN/IPODS ALLOWED
Please note:  It is advised not to omit any items from the list.  All items should be clearly marked.
HOW TO GET TO GLENHAVEN CAMP
Take the N3 Exit 99, R617 Underberg/Himeville Southern Drakensberg.  Follow the road through Boston and Bulwer, 3km's before the village of Underberg, take the Coleford Road to your left.  3km's on, having crossed the Umzimkulu River, turn right at the Glenhaven sign.  Travel 3km's along the road to Glenhaven Camp.
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